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Stephen Hoffman

From: ecomment@pa.gov
Sent: Sunday, January 3, 2021 12:57 PM
To: Environment-Committee@pasenate.com; IRRC; environmentalcommittee@pahouse.net; 

regcomments@pa.gov; ntroutman@pasen.gov; timothy.collins@pasenate.com; 
gking@pahousegop.com; siversen@pahouse.net

Cc: c-jflanaga@pa.gov
Subject: Comment received - Proposed Rulemaking: CO2 Budget Trading Program (#7-559)

CAUTION: **EXTERNAL SENDER** This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

 

 
 
The enclosed comment was received as part of the following testimony:  
 
   Testimony name: Public Hearing 7 (9am) - #7-559  
   Testimony date: 12/11/2020 12:00:00 AM  
   Testimony location: WebEx  
 
Re: eComment System 
 
The Department of Environmental Protection has received the following comments on 
Proposed Rulemaking: CO2 Budget Trading Program (#7-559). 
 
Commenter Information:  
 
Jacqueline Palmer  
(jqp522@gmail.com)  
123 Forrest Dr  
Holland, PA 18966 US  

Comments entered:  
 
My name is Jackie Quinn Palmer. I am a retired Food Scientist, and I have  
 
lived in Bucks County, PA for 33 years. My husband, our two adult sons and I  
 
appreciate the importance of implementing RGGI to help decrease carbon  
 
dioxide emissions.  
 
At this point, it has become clear that the dangers of current Carbon Dioxide  
 
emissions are severe enough that controls must begin, immediately, if we are to  
 
avoid the gravest possible outcomes of global warming and climate change.  
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If not, our state will experience more extreme weather events such as  
 
heat waves, droughts, rainstorms, and blizzards.  
 
 
I have tried to understand the positives and negatives of this program and I have  
 
concluded that this is the next best step in moving forward to lower carbon dioxide  
 
levels. While ultimately, I feel all Pennsylvanians will benefit, some communities  
 
have concerns over effects on jobs. The Natural Resources Defense Council has  
 
reported* that thousands of new jobs have resulted after implementing RGGI in  
 
states which have already joined. Gov. Wolf has said that some of the  
 
proceeds of RGGI could be used to help communities in need. Legislators can  
 
advocate for shares of the RGGI proceeds to go directly into these communities 
 
to help those constituents who need help during this transition. I would hope that  
some workers in these communities could be trained for new jobs created as the  
 
majority of RGGI proceeds are planned to be are invested in clean energy and  
 
renewables. 
 
 
With the expected lowering of the demand in fossil fuel-based electricity, the  
 
amount of carbon dioxide pollution is reduced. Also, there is the potential for  
 
improved air quality which will help many of those people who are most effected  
 
by additional pollutants such as Sulfur Dioxide, Nitrogen Oxides, and other  
 
particulates. We now all know: These pollutants have been linked to serious health  
 
problems such as heart disease, cancer, mental illness and respiratory illness. I  
 
have recently learned from a young doctor who has been treating asthmatic  
 
patients who are children. Simply put~ children who are smaller, breath more  
 
often.... and the amount of the pollutant has a greater effect on their small bodies.  
 
 
I feel fortunate that here in Pennsylvania, our constitution recognizes clean air,  
 
pure water and preservation of the environment as a basic right. You, as members  
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of this board, have the unique opportunity to move RGGI forward to help defend  
 
this constitutional right. I ask you to help take this next step to help avoid the worst  
 
of expected global warming on our climate, environment, and our health.  
 
Again, Thank you very much for your time today. 
 
*9/14/2020 NRDC “ RGGi’s Record Of Success, And What PA Stands to Gain “Mark Szybist  

 
No attachments were included as part of this comment.  
 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions.  
 
Sincerely, 
Jessica Shirley 

 
Jessica Shirley 
Director, Office of Policy 
PA Department of Environmental Protection 
Rachel Carson State Office Building 
P.O. Box 2063 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063 
Office: 717-783-8727 
Fax: 717-783-8926 
ecomment@pa.gov  


